The second edition of Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation published last year by Humana Press provides us with the current knowledge in this still developing field.
The book is divided into eight parts. The first one introduces us to the biology and immunology of transplantation. The second part, called Transplantation for Specific Disorders, is divided into chapters dealing with hematological disorders, which are the main indications for HSC transplantation, such as acute leukemias, chronic myeloid leukemia, Hodgkin's and non-Hodgkin's lymphomas, chronic lymphatic leukemia, multiple myeloma, myelodysplastic and myeloproliferative disorders, marrow failure and hemoglobinopathies. I found the above part most interesting from a practical point of view, because in each chapter we can find a very deep discussion between pro transplantation arguments and some contras, which are connected with the still growing potency of targeted therapy. Each chapter discusses the important and very current literature in this subject. Conclusions ending each chapter are very useful and presumably express the personal view of the authors. The other parts of the book deal with more technical problems such as alternative stem cell sources, conditioning regimens, complications of transplantation, GVHD and immune modulations. The last, eighth, part explores future applications of stem cells in cardiac repair.
This book was written by 50 different authors, mainly American, and about 50% of them are from Dana Farber Cancer Institute in Boston, as is the book's editor, Robert Soiffer. It should be stressed that four European hematologists were also invited to contribute to this work. Despite such a large number of authors, the book is very consistent in presenting problems and in style, which is a great achievement of the editor. In contrast to the EBMT Handbook, Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation, the Contemporary Hematology Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation is not an easy manual, but provides us with a complete understanding of the current state of transplantation biology and explores the current and future scope of its applications. Thus, I fully recommend this book to all doctors working in hematology and transplantation in the area of HSC.
